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be depended on for distant service, and a meager
supply of guns and ammunition. Instead of hav-
ing under him a body of colonials, such as were the
belligerent gentlemen of Canada, who were eager
to take part in raids against the English and who
led their savage followers with the craft of the
redskin and the intelligence of the white man, he
had many separate groups of people. Averse to
war and accustomed to govern themselves, most
of these distrusted him and wanted to be rid of
him, and desired only the restoration of their old
governments without regard to those dangers
which they were fully convinced they could meet
quite as well themselves.

Though Andros's authority stretched over such
an enormous territory, his actual government
was confined to Massachusetts and the northern
frontier. He paid very little attention to Con-
necticut, Plymouth, and Rhode Island. With but
two or three exceptions, the meetings of his council
were held in Boston; the laws passed affected the
people of that colony; and the complaints against
him were chiefly of Massachusetts origin. Massa-
chusetts was his real enemy, and it was Massachu-
setts that finally overthrew him. Andros was a
soldier who never forgot the main object of his